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VCE Overview 
The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the certificate that the majority of students in Victoria 
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Units 1 & 2 VCE Subjects 
Note: Accelerated subjects (VCE Units 3 & 4) are outlined on the next page. 

Faculty Subject Compulsory 

English 
English Select at least 

one English as an Additional Language 
Literature  

Mathematics and Digital Technologies 

General Mathematics 
Select one 
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Accounting Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
VCE Accounting explores the financial recording, 
reporting, analysis and decision-making 
processes of a sole proprietor small business. 
Students study both theoretical and practical 
aspects of accounting. They collect, record, 
report and analyse financial data, and report, 
classify, 
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Applied Computing Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Students are introduced to the stages of a 
problem-solving methodology. Students focus on 
how data can be used within software tools such 
as databases and spreadsheets to create data 
visualisations, and the use of programming 
languages to develop working software solutions. 
Students focus on developing innovative 
solutions to needs or opportunities that they have 
identified, and propose strategies for reducing 
security risks to data and information in a 
networked environment. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Apply computational thinking skills when 

extracting meaning from data, and apply 
design thinking skills and knowledge to create 
data visualisations 

• Apply computational and design thinking skills 
when preparing solution designs and 
transforming them into a working solution 

• Apply computational, design and systems 
thinking skills when developing solution 
designs and transforming them into a proof of 
concept, prototype or product 

• Apply systems thinking skills when designing 
LANs and proposing strategies for reducing 
security risks 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Folio of exercises and software solutions  
• Oral, multimedia, and visual presentations 
• Written reports 
• Annotated visual reports 
• Case studies with structured questions 
• Designs and working models 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites although a score of at least 

70% in 10A Mathematics is recommended  
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Chemistry Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
This course introduces students to concepts 
around elements and atomic structure, with an 
aim to explore and explain the relationships 
between properties, structure and bonding forces 
within and between atoms and molecules. 
Students will also work with quantifying matter 
and making calculations using symbols and 
formula. Further, they will investigate the 
properties of water with relation to structure, 
bonding, properties, pH, chemical reactions and 
learn about ways to analyse samples of water. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Developing research questions 
• Planning investigations 
• Conducting investigations and collecting data 
• Analysing data and relating this to studied 

theories 
• Drawing evidence based conclusions 
• 
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Chinese First Language Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
The study of VCE Chinese First Language 
contributes to the overall education of students, 
most particularly in the area of communication, 
but also in the areas of cross-cultural 
understanding, cognitive development, literacy 
and general knowledge. It provides access to the 
cultures of communities which use the language, 
and promotes understanding of different attitudes 
and values within the wider Australian community 
and beyond. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Ability to use Chinese to communicate with 

others 
• Communicate with others in Chinese in 

interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
contexts 

• Understanding and appreciation of their own 
and other cultures 

• U 
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Chinese Second Language Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
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Chinese Second Language Advanced 
Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
The study of VCE Chinese Second Language 
Advanced contributes to student personal 
development in a range of areas including 
communication skills, intercultural understanding, 
cognitive development, literacy and general 
knowledge. Learning and using an additional 
language encourages students to examine the 
influences on their perspectives and society, and 
to consider issues important for effective 
personal, social and international communication. 
It enables students to examine the nature of 
language, including their own, and the role of 
culture in language, communication and identity. 
 
By understanding the process of language 
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Classical Studies Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
A multidisciplinary subject, Classical Studies is 
the study of the cultural material of ancient 
Greece and ancient Rome whose seminal works 
continue to influence our Western civilisation. 
A knowledge of the ancient word provides great 
insight and training for a plethora of other 
subjects, whether scientific or artistic. In fact, 
Classical Studies is one of the best subjects for 
acquiring transferable skills for life beyond school, 
since students gain career flexibility by 
developing skills in research, writing, critical 
analysis and communication. 
 
By studying classical works of ancient Greece, 
students will explore the composition and nature 
of ancient Greek society spanning from the 
Bronze Age through to the Classical period 
during the 5th Century BC. Deriving from literary, 
historical and architectural sources, these works 
provide the framework for analysis of several key 
aspects of ancient Greek society. In Unit One, 
students will explore the nature of ancient Greek 
myth, with its assortment of supernatural beings 
and heroes, followed by a study of archaeological 
sites such as Troy and Knossos, followed by a 
detailed analysis of the epic poem The Odyssey.  
 
In Unit Two, through the lens of Classical Athens 
and Sparta, students will examine the aspects 
ancient Greek society itself, such as cultural 
practices and social customs, as well as 
landmark events including the Persian Wars and 
Peloponnesian Wars. 

 

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

• Written expression 
• Textual analysis 
• Critical analysis 
• Public speaking 
• Construction of arguments 
• Evaluation and comparison skills 
• Persuasion and rhetoric skills 
• Research and communication skills 

Assessment 
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Drama Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Drama Units 1 & 2 
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French Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over one semester. 

 

Focus of course 
French Units 1 & 2 focuses on student 
participation in interpersonal communication, 
interpreting the language of other speakers and 
presenting information and ideas in French on a 
range of themes and topics. Students develop 
and extend skills in listening, speaking, reading, 
writing and viewing in French in a range of 
contexts. They develop cultural understanding in 
interpreting and creating language. Students 
build their understanding of the relationships 
between language and culture in new contexts. 
They consider how these relationships shape 
communities. Throughout the course, students 
are given opportunities to make connections and 
comparisons based on personal reflections about 
the role of language and culture in 
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Geography Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Geography Units 1 & 2 enables students to 
examine natural and human phenomena, how 
and why they change, their interconnections and 
the patterns they form across the Earth’s surface. 
Unit 1 examines natural hazards across both a 
global and national scale, particularly focusing on 
earthquakes and bushfires. Unit 2 explores 
tourism, assessing and evaluating the impact of 
tourism on people, places and the environment. 
Both units contain days of fieldwork, allowing 
students to apply their knowledge to real life 
contexts outside of the classroom. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Development of a sense of wonder and 

curiosity about people, culture and 
environments throughout the world 

• Development of knowledge and understanding 
of geographic phenomena at a range of 
temporal and spatial scales 

• An understanding and application of 
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Health & Human Development Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
Students are introduced to health, wellbeing and 
illness in Australia and the various factors that 
can impact, both positively and negatively.  
Students have a particular focus on youth and 
early adulthood, looking into attitudes and 
practices across the nation and have an 
opportunity to pursue a particular area of interest 
in further detail. 
Students also learn about the Australian 
healthcare system and various initiatives 
designed to promote health for all. Students 
further extend their capacity to investigate the 
challenges and opportunities presented by 
emerging health technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, robotics, nanotechnology, three-
dimensional printing of body parts and use of 
stem cells. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Analyse and describe different dimensions of 

health and wellbeing 
• Analyse data to describe and evaluate the 

current health status of populations 
• Use research and data to identify social 

inequality and areas for improvement in youth 
health and wellbeing  

• Discuss the long term impact of ill health on 
an individual and community. 

• Evaluate and create initiatives designed to 
promote health and wellbeing 

• Analyse the role of various organisations in 
promoting health of individuals and 
communities. 

• Research and investigate issues surrounding 
emerging health procedures and technologies 

   
 98 133.08 72.84 Tm3 n
.1544.8T041 T4f
0.457 0 Td
( )Tj
-0.002 Tc 0.0012.4 (naA)2.4 (j
49 0 4 (na)-12.2 (l)3(NoD 38 >>BDCSpan/C51 Tf
-77.434 -1.Td)Tj14002 .27 0.002 Tw 9.96 -0 0 9.96 72 86.00.27 0.002 (i)3.2 (n)-2 (ng)-1212.2 (s)-qui)-9 (ons)(al)3.2 (s2-1.1 (e)-12.76 533>>BDCSpan/C51 Tf
-78.434 -1.Td)Tj140025.759T <</MCID 38 >>BD>BDC0907_0 1 T8
13  



 
 
 
 

  

YEAR 11 SUBJECT GUIDE BGS CURRICULUM 

24 Be part of it  

Year 11 2024 Subject Guide 
 
 

Japanese Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Japanese Unit 1 & 2 students will learn how to 
use Japanese to communicate with others. They 
will compare cultures and language, enhancing 
their intercultural awareness. They will investigate 
a variety of cultural products and practices and 
appreciate the cultural contexts in which 
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Latin Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Latin Units 1 & 2 provides students with a key to 
the literature, history and culture of the Graeco-
Roman world.  Through the study of a variety of 
original texts, 
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Legal Studies Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
In Unit 1, students develop an understanding of legal 
foundations, such as the different types and sources of law 
and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. Students 
investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and 
apply these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to 
determine whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, 
or liable in a civil dispute. In doing so, students develop an 
appreciation of the way in which legal principles and 
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Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
This subject is designed to prepare students to 
study Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4.  It is 
rigorous and academic in nature and builds on 
a number of key topic areas tackled previously.  
Linear, quadratic and trigonometric functions 
are dealt with in a more formal and abstract 
manner. Algebraic manipulations are 
consolidated in the context of a number of new 
areas of study like logarithmic functions and 
calculus. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Linear and quadratic relations 
• Gallery of graphs 
• Functions and relations 
• Transformations 
• Polynomials 
• Rates of change 
• Probability 
• Exponential and logarithmic functions 
• Circular functions 
• Differentiation 
• Counting and sampling 

 Assessment 
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Media Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
In Unit 1 (Media Representations) students will 
develop their understanding of how media 
representations in a range of media products and 
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Music Performance Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
In Music Performance Units 1 & 2, students 
present solo performances of selected re
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Physical Education Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
The curriculum in this area of study offers 
students examine the systems of the human body 
and how they translate into movement. Through 
practical activities they explore the major 
components of the musculoskeletal, 
cardiovascular and respiratory systems and their 
contributions and interactions during physical 
activity. Anaerobic and aerobic pathways are 
introduced and linked to the types of activities 
that utilise each of the pathways. Students 
investigate the role and function of the main 
structures of each system and how they respond 
to physical activity, sport and exercise.  
Using a contemporary approach students 
evaluate the social, cultural and environmental 
influences on movement. They consider the 
implications of the use of legal and illegal 
practices to improve the performance of the body 
systems and how sport and physical activity form 
part of society. 
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Physics Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
This course introduces students to heat, 
temperature and internal energy and explain how 
heat flows. There is also an investigation of 
electricity, its use in the home and circuit 
analysis, as well as introduction to magnetism 
and electrostatic forces. In addition, there is an 
exploration of radioactivity, the origin of atoms 
and subatomic particles, and development of in-
depth understanding of Newton’s laws of motion, 
forces and mechanical interactions.  

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Developing research questions 
• Planning investigations 
• Conducting investigations and collecting data 
• Analysing data and relating this to studied 

theories 
• Drawing evidence-based conclusions 
• Using mathematical formula and relating those 

formula to experimental observations 
• Connecting models of physics with observable 

phenomena 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Quizzes 
• Topic tests 
• Research projects 
• Practical reports 
• Designing and conducting an extended D
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Psychology Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over one semester. 
 

Focus of course 
The aim of this course is to introduce students to 
the concepts that influence human behaviour and 
mental processes. Areas of study include 
influences on:  

• Development across the lifespan with a focus 
on cognitive and emotional development  

• Contributing factors to mental health and 
wellbeing 

• The functioning of the brain and nervous 
system both in normal healthy people and 
when brain damage occurs 

• Visual and taste perception 
• Individual and group behaviour with a focus on 

attitude formation, power, obedience and 
conformity 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Connecting psychological theory to examples 

of human and animal behaviour observable in 
everyday examples 

• Developing research questions 
• Planning investigations 
• Conducting investigations and collecting data 
• Analysing data and relating this to studied 

theories 
• Drawing evidence-based conclusions 
 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Topic tests 
• Research 
• Practical reports 
• Designing and conducting an extended 

investigation 
• End of semester examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites 

Possible career applications 
• Counsellor 
• Criminologist 
• Human Resources Manager 
• Media and Communication 
• Occupational Therapist 
• Psychologist 
• Public Relations Manager 
• Research Analyst 
• Social Worker 
• Teacher 
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Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
This subject is designed to prepare students to 
study Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 as well 
as providing support for the study of 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4. It is rigorous 
and academic in nature and builds on a number 

& 

 &
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Visual Communication Design Units 1 & 2 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Students explore a range of 2D and 3D design 
solutions. Development of folio formats from 
previous modules will be undertaken through the 
six allotted outcomes. 

Various presentation formats can be selected 
throughout both units, while exploration of model 
making, clothing design, communication, 
environmental and industrial design are 
encouraged. 

Students devise strategies to attempt problem-
solving challenges within all realms of design, 
while looking at ‘real world’ situations for 
influence.  

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Create and present visual communications, 

which explore themes, issues and ideas 
• Undertake correct folio formats, with key 

knowledge in presentation methods 
• Analyse and evaluate the purposes and 

content of visual communications 
• Analysee the characteristics and role of visual 

communications in different cultural contexts 
• Understand key social, cultural and ethical 

factors in design 
• Develop skills in 2D and 3D drawing methods 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Outcome based online summary tests 
• Common Assessment Tasks (CATs) 
• Class presentations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites although completion of 

Year 9 or Year 10 VCD is recommended 

Possible career applications 
• Animator 
• Architect 
• Fashion and Textile Designer 
• Graphic Designer 
• Industrial Designer 
• Multimedia Developer 
• Performance Designer (set and costume) 
• Spatial Designer (interior/exterior/virtual) 
• Special Effects  
• User Experience (UX) Designer 
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Algorithmics Units 3 & 4 (HESS) 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Algorithmics Unit 3 & 4 provides a structured 
framework for solving real-world problems with 
computational methods and has been the driver 
of innovation across many fields of human 
endeavour. Algorithmics is fundamental to 
computer science and software engineering and 
is essential to understanding the technical 
underpinnings of the information society. Beyond 
its use in computing, algorithmics provides a 
general discipline of rational thought. 
 
The Algorithmics course focusses on how 
algorithms are used for solving complex 
problems, and on the performance, scope and 
limits of algorithms. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Students develop an understanding of the 

mathematical foundations of computer science 
and software engineering 

• Students learn to use symbolic 
representations and abstraction to formalize 
real-world information problems 

• Students design algorithms to solve practical 
information problems, using suitable abstract 
data types and algorithm design patterns 

• Students investigate the efficiency and 
correctness of algorithms through formal 
analysis and empirically through 
implementation as computer programs 

• Students reason about the physical, 
mathematical and philosophical limits of 
computability and artificial intelligence 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Folio tasks 
• Written explanations 
• Computer programs 
• Multimedia presentation 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• Computer Scientist 
• Software Engineer 
• Data Scientist 
• Engineer 
• Scientist 
• Mathematician 
• Economist 
• Statistician 
• Quantitative Analyst 
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Biology Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Students focus on the cell as a complex chemical 
system. The cells ability to communicate with one 
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Chinese First Language Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
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Chinese Second Language Advanced 
Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Chinese Second Language Advanced Units 3 & 4 
contributes to student personal development in a 
range of areas including communication skills, 
intercultural understanding, cognitive 
development, literacy and general knowledge. 
Learning and using an additional language 
encourages students to examine the influences 
on their perspectives and society and to consider 
issues important for effective personal, social and 
international communication. It enables students 
to examine the nature of language, including their 
own, and the role of culture in language, 
communication and identity. By understanding 
the process of language learning, students can 
apply skills and knowledge to other contexts and 
languages. Learning a language engages 
analytical and reflective capabilities and 
enhances critical and creative thinking. 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Communicate with others in Chinese in 

interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
contexts 

• Learn about language as a system and 
themselves as language learners 

• Make connections between different 
languages, knowledge and ways of thinking 

• Become part of multilingual communities by 
applying language learning to social and 
leisure activities, life-long learning and the 
work force 
 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Oral presentation, conversations and 
discussion 

• Listening and responding 
• Reading and responding 
• Text analysis in Chinese 
• Written responses in Chinese 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• International Business Manager 
• International Finance 
• International Relations/Diplomacy 
• Investment Analyst 
• Language Teacher 
• Lawyer (International law) 
• Linguist 
• Translating and interpreting 
• Travel Consultant 
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Classical Studies Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
During Units 3 and 4, students engage with the 
intellectual and cultural material of ancient 
Greece and ancient Rome. Working with 
translations rather than the Ancient Greek or 
Latin, students examine classical works that 
continue to have an enduring influence on 
Western civilisation. Areas of studies include the 
following: epic poetry, 
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Economics Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students develop an understanding of 
the macroeconomy. They investigate the factors 
that influence the level of aggregate demand and 
aggregate supply in the economy. Use of models 
and theories to explain how changes in these 
variables might influence the achievement of the 
Australian Government’s domestic 
macroeconomic goals and effect on living 
standards is also explored 

In Unit 4, students develop an understanding of 
how the Australian Government can alter the 
composition and level of government outlays and 
receipts, to directly and indirectly influence the 
level of aggregate demand and the achievement 
of domestic macroeconomic goals. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Define key economic concepts and terms and 

use them appropriately 
• Explain key international economic 

relationships and how they may affect living 
standards 

• Explain trends, patterns, similarities and 
differences in economic data and other 
information 

• Calculate relevant economic indicators using 
real or hypothetical data 

• Access, interpret and draw conclusions from, 
information gathered from a range of sources 

 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Area of study tests 
• Quizzes 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• Auditor 
• Commodities Trader 
• Company Secretary 
• Data Scientist 
• Economist 
• Financial Planner 
• Importer/Exporter 
• 
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Geography Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

  

Focus of course 
Unit 3 Geography is a study of ‘Changing the 
Land’. Students will examine Melbourne 
Docklands as an urban land-use change, 
followed by studies of the process of melting 
glaciers, deforestation and desertification as 
significant changes in global land cover. For each 
topic students will evaluate the causes of, 
impacts of and responses to the changing land 
cover. 

Unit 4 Geography examines ‘Human Population’, 
looking at population dynamics, demography and 
the issues which arise from the changes in 
population. In depth case-studies are used to 
show local, national and global responses to 
population issues.  

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Development of a sense of wonder and 

curiosity about people, culture and 
environments throughout the world 

• 

�x�x�x
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Health & Human Development Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
In these units, students look at health, wellbeing 
and illness in Australia and in a global context. 
Students begin to analyse the differences in 
health status seen in a variety of countries, along 
with strategies used to promote health and 
wellbeing, both domestically and globally. As they 
consider the benefits of optimal health and 
wellbeing and its importance as an individual and 
a global resource, students investigate the key 
concepts of sustainability and human 
development. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Analyse data to describe and evaluate the 

current health status of populations 
• Analyse trends to identify morbidity and 

mortality over time 
• Draw informed conclusions through data 

analysis 
• Evaluate health promotion initiatives 
• Create initiatives designed to promote health 

and wellbeing 
• Discuss the long term impact of ill health on a 

country 
• Analyse the role of various organisations in 

promoting health of individuals and 
communities. 

 

 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Quizzes 
• Area of study tests 
• Case studies 
• D
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History: Revolutions Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
Two communist revolutions are studied 
independently: 

• 
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Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 
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Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
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Media Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
Continuing to build upon the skills and 
understanding of Unit 1 & 2 Media. Students will be 
provided with the opportunity to analyse media 
concepts, forms and products in an informed and 
critical way. Students consider narratives, 
technologies and processes from various 
perspectives. They examine the media’s role in 
contributing to and influencing society. Students 
integrate these aspects through the individual 
design and production of their media 
representations, narratives and products. 
 
Students gain knowledge and skills in planning and 
expression valuable for participation in and 
contribution to contemporary society. This study 
leads to pathways including screen and media, 
marketing and advertising, games and interactive 
media, communication and writing, graphic and 
communication design, photography and animation. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Develop critical thinking skills 
• Analytical writing related to the media   
• Plan and produce their own media 

representations 
• Develop skills and refine skills related to 

technologies in creating own media products 
• Evaluate and examine the influence of the 

media 
• Investigate, examine and evaluate debates 

around the role of contemporary media and its 
implications for society 

• Ability to apply media language to their 
analysis 

 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Written responses and analysis 
• Production folio and tasks 
• Oral presentations 
• End of year examination 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• Film and Television Industry 
• Journalism  
• Marketing and Publishing 
• Communications 
• Public Relations 
• Advertising 
• Market Research 
• Event Manager 
• Web Design 
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Psychology Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students learn how the nervous system 
co-ordinates with the brain to respond to changes 
in the internal and external environments. Stress 
is a key topic, as well as changes that occur at a 
neural level, particularly with memory and 
learning. 

In Unit 4, consciousness will be investigated, with 
an emphasis on sleep as an altered state. The 
course then moves onto mental health, with a 
focus on anxiety disorders such as phobias. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Identifying key psychological terms 
• Connecting psychological theory to behaviour 
• Applying psychological theory to data and/or 

scenarios (stories) 
• Comparing and contrasting theories 
• Developing research questions 
• Conducting investigations and collecting data 
• Drawing evidence-based conclusions 
• Formulating hypotheses and understanding 

the implications of research design 
• Operationalising variables 

 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Research/practical investigation 
• Annotated folio of practical activities 
• Media response 
• Test 
• Essay 
• Data analysis 
• Evaluation of research 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• Counsellor 
• Criminologist 
• Human Resources Manager 
• Media and Communication 
• Occupational Therapist 
• Psychologist 
• Public Relations Manager 
• Research Analyst 
• Social Worker 
• Teacher 
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Visual Communication Design Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students gain an understanding of the 
process designers employ to structure their 
thinking and communicate ideas with clients, 
target audiences, other designers and specialists. 
Through practical investigation and analysis of 
existing visual communications, students gain 
insight into how the selection of methods, media 
and materials, and the application of design 
elements and design principles, can create 
effective visual communications for specific 
audiences and purposes.  
In Unit 4, the focus of this unit is on the 
development of design concepts and two final 
presentations of visual communications to meet 
the requirements of the brief. This involves 
applying the design process twice to meet each 
of the stated communication needs. 
Having completed their brief and generated ideas 
in Unit 3, students continue the design process 
by developing and refining concepts for each 
communication need stated in the brief.  

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Key design features of existing visual 

communications associated with the 
communication, environmental and industrial 
design fields 

• Techniques for analysing visual 
communications 

• Connections between existing and created 
visual communications 

• Design thinking techniques that underpin the 
application of the design process 

• The role of the brief in the development and 
evaluation of visual communications 

• Methods for visualising ideas and developing 
concepts 

 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• School Assessed Task (SATs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• As per page 5 

Possible career applications 
• Animator 
• Architect 
• Fashion and Textile Designer 
• Graphic Designer 
• Industrial Designer 
• Multi-media Developer 
• Performance Designer (set and costume) 
• Spatial Designer (interior/exterior/virtual) 
• Special effects 
• User Experience (UX) Designer 


