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Units 3 & 4 VCE Subjects 
Faculty Subject Compulsory 

English 
English 

Select at least 
one English as an Additional Language 

Literature 

Mathematics and Digital Technologies 

General Mathematics Select at least 
one Mathematical Methods 

Specialist Mathematics  
Algorithmics (offered in even years)  
Software Development  

Creative and Performing Arts 

Creative Practice (Art)  
Drama  
Media  
Music Performance  
Product Design and Technology  
Visual Communication and Design  
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Algorithmics Units 3 & 4 (HESS) 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 





 
 
 
 

  

YEAR 12 SUBJECT GUIDE BGS CURRICULUM 

7 Be part of it  

Year 12 2024 Subject Guide 
 
 

Biology Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Students focus on the cell as a complex chemical 
system. The cells ability to communicate with one 
another, replicate components, synthesise 
proteins, regulate gene expression and the 
production and consumption of energy form the 
core elements of cell theory. The immune system 
is explored in detail from the nature of disease 
through to the complex processes required to 
produce an antibody that can defend against 
future infection. Students will also explore the 
theory of evolution, including human evolution 
and compare this to the tools, techniques and 
practical application of modern gene technology. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Scientific writing 
• Conducting investigations and collecting data 
• Analysing data and relating this to studied 

theories 
• Drawing evidence-based conclusions 
• Planning investigations 
• Developing research questions 
• Ability to apply biological knowledge to 

unfamiliar and complex biological systems 
• Memory and summary skills 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Practical reports 
• Designing and conducting an extended 

investigation 
• Tests 
• Primary and secondary data analysis 
• Research projects 
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Chinese First Language Units 3 & 4 
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Chinese Second Language Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Chinese Second Language Units 3 & 4 focuses 
on student participation in interpersonal 
communication, interpreting the language of other 
speakers, and presenting information and ideas 
in Chinese on a range of themes and topics. 
Students develop and extend skills in listening, 
speaking, reading, writing and viewing in Chinese 
in a range of contexts and develop cultural 
understanding in interpreting and creating 
language. 
 
Students develop their understanding of the 
relationships between language and culture in 
new contexts and consider how these 
relationships shape communities. Throughout the 
study, students are given opportunities to make 
connections and comparisons based on personal 
reflections about the role of language and culture 
in communication and in personal identity. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Communicate with others in Chinese in 

interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
contexts 

• Compare cultures and languages and 
enhance intercultural awareness 

• Make connections between different 
languages, knowledge and ways of thinking 

• Become part of multilingual communities by 
applying language learning to social and 
leisure activities, life-long learning and the 
work force 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Oral presentation, conversations and 
discussion 

• Listening and responding 
• Reading and responding 
• Text analysis in Chinese 
• Written responses in Chinese 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• Completion of Chinese Second Language 

Units 1 & 2 

Possible career applications 
• International Business Manager  
• International Finance 
• International Relations/Diplomacy  
• Investment Analyst 
• Language Teacher 
• Lawyer (International law) 
• Linguist 
• Translating and interpreting 
• Travel Consultant 
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Chinese Second Language Advanced 
Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Chinese Second Language Advanced Units 3 & 4 
contributes to student personal development in a 
range of areas including communication skills, 
intercultural understanding, cognitive 
development, literacy and general knowledge. 
Learning and using an additional language 
encourages students to examine the influences 
on their perspectives and society and to consider 
issues important for effective personal, social and 
international communication. It enables students 
to examine the nature of language, including their 
own, and the role of culture in language, 
communication and identity. By understanding 
the process of language learning, students can 
apply skills and knowledge to other contexts and 
languages. Learning a language engages 
analytical and reflective capabilities and 
enhances critical and creative thinking. 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Communicate with others in Chinese in 

interpersonal, interpretive and presentational 
contexts 

• Learn about language as a system and 
themselves as language learners 

• Make connections between different 
languages, knowledge and ways of thinking 

• Become part of multilingual communities by 
applying language learning to social and 
leisure activities, life-long learning and the 
work force 
 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Oral presentation, conversations and 
discussion 

• Listening and responding 
• Reading and responding 
• Text analysis in Chinese 
• Written responses in Chinese 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• Completion of Chinese Second Language 

Advanced Units 1 & 2 

Possible career applications 
• International Business Manager 
• International Finance 
• International Relations/Diplomacy 
• Investment Analyst 
• Language Teacher 
• Lawyer (International law) 
• Linguist 
• Translating and interpreting 
• Travel Consultant 
 

 



 
 
 
 

  

YEAR 12 SUBJECT GUIDE BGS CURRICULUM 

13 Be part of it  

Year 12 2024 Subject Guide 
 
 

Classical Studies Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
During Units 3 and 4, students engage with the 
intellectual and cultural material of ancient 
Greece and ancient Rome. Working with 
translations rather than the Ancient Greek or 
Latin, students examine classical works that 
continue to have an enduring influence on 
Western civilisation. Areas of studies include the 
following: epic poetry; theatrical tragedy; imperial 
architecture and sensational sculpture. 
 
Across both Units, students analyse individual 
works and engage with ideas that are explored 
and the techniques that are used by particular 
writers and artists. Students will also conduct 
detailed analyses and comparisons of the ways in 
which classical writers and artists used to present 
these ideas and the relationship between the 
work and its sociohistorical context. Making 
critiques of the circumstances that have led to the 
significant events described in the classical works 
and considering ways in which different writers 
and artists address similar ideas or themes, 
students will construct their own arguments by 
drawing upon the ideas, techniques and the 
sociohistorical context of the set classical works. 
Such analysis reveals the changing nature of the 
classical world. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Written expression 
• Textual and critical analysis 
• Construction of arguments 
• Evaluation and comparison skills 
• Persuasive and rhetorical skills 
• Research and communication skills 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• A written analysis of a section of a classical 
work 

• Structured extended questions 
• an essay comparing two classical works 
• A research project 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites 
• No prerequisites 

Possible career applications 
• International Relations 
• Lawyer 
• Journalist 
• Consultant 
• Diplomat 
• Political Scientist 
• Education 
• Research Analyst 
• Publisher 
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Drama Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
Drama Units 3 & 4 focuses on the creation and 
performance of characters and stories that 
communicate ideas and meaning. Students learn 
to develop their public speaking skills, the ability 
to work in teams, how to express themselves 
creatively as well as boost their overall self-
confidence. Students use creative processes, 
stimulus material and play-making techniques to 
develop and present devised ensemble and solo 
work. Students learn about and draw on a range 
of performance styles and contemporary drama 
practices and manipulate conventions, dramatic 
elements and production areas. They use 
performance and expressive skills to explore and 
develop role and character. Students also 
analyse the development of their own work and 
performances by other drama practitioners. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Develop an understanding of drama as a way 

of communicating stories, ideas and meaning 
• Examine contemporary drama practice, the 

work of selected practitioners and theorists 
and associated performance styles 

• Devise, perform and evaluate solo and 
ensemble drama work 

• Manipulate dramatic elements and production 
areas in devising and performing drama 

• Develop and refine expressive and 
performance skills 

• Develop skills as creative and critical thinkers 
 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Performance analyses 
• Ensemble performances 
• Solo performance examination 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites 

Possible career applications 
• Acting Agent 
• Actor: stage and screen 
• Advertising Agent 
• Costume or set design 
• Director 
• Lighting or Sound Technician 
• Media Presenter 
• Public Relations Officer 
• Screen Writer/Scriptwriter 
• Theatre Reviewer 
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Economics Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students develop an understanding of 
the macroeconomy. They investigate the factors 
that influence the level of aggregate demand and 
aggregate supply in the economy. Use of models 
and theories to explain how changes in these 
variables might influence the achievement of the 
Australian Government’s domestic 
macroeconomic goals and effect on living 
standards is explored. 

In Unit 4, students develop an understanding of 
how the Australian Government can alter the 
composition and level of government outlays and 
receipts, to directly and indirectly influence the 
level of aggregate demand and the achievement 
of domestic macroeconomic goals. 

 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Define key economic concepts and terms and 

use them appropriately 
• Explain key international economic 

relationships and how they may affect living 
standards 

• Explain trends, patterns, similarities and 
differences in economic data and other 
information 

• Calculate relevant economic indicators using 
real or hypothetical data  
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English Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students read and respond to texts 
creatively and analytically. They analyse 
arguments and the use of persuasive language in 
texts. 
 
In Unit 4, students compare the presentation of 
ideas, issues and themes in texts. They create an 
oral presentation intended to position audiences 
about an issue currently debated in the media.  
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Develop an understanding of the world of the 

text 
• Analyse the way authors construct meaning 
• Understand how meaning is influence by the 

contexts in which a text is created and read 
• Compare ideas, issues, and themes in 

multimodal texts 
• Use the conventions of discussion 
• Analyse the literary features used to construct 

the author’s voice and style 
• Analyse the way arguments are constructed to 

be persuasive  
• Present to an audience using oral conventions  
• Plan, draft, and edit written pieces using 

Australian Standard English 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Creative responses to text 
• Analytical responses to text 
• Oral presentations 
• Analysis of argument and persuasive 

language 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites 
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English as an Additional Language (EAL) 
Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, students read and respond to texts 
analytically and creatively. They analyse 
arguments and the persuasive language used in 
texts.  
 
In Unit 4, students compare the presentation of 
ideas, issues and themes in texts. In addition, 
they create an oral presentation intended to 
position audiences about a current issue 
presented in the Australian media 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Analyse and discuss a range of texts from 

different periods 
• Understand how culture, values and context 

underpin the construction of texts 
• Recognise the role of language in thinking and 

expression of ideas 
• Think critically about the ideas and arguments 

of others and the use of language to persuade 
and influence audiences 

• Extend their English language skills through 
thinking, listening, speaking, reading, viewing 
and writing 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Creative response 
• Analytical response 
• Persuasive speech 
• Listening test 
• Short answer responses 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• No prerequisites 
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French 
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Geography Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
Unit 3 Geography is a study of ‘Changing the 
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Global Politics Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

Focus of course 
Students evaluate the power of key global actors, 
how effectively each achieves its aims, and how 
the power of the state is challenged in the 21st 
Century. They examine the national interests of 
the People’s Republic of China, the foreign policy 
instruments used to achieve them and the 
intended and unintended outcomes for the PRC.  

Students also examine the ethical issues of 
human rights and arms control. They evaluate the 
debates around these ideas and the reasons for 
international disagreement. The contemporary 
crises of terrorism and climate change are 
studied as key global challenges, including the 
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Latin Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
The study of Latin Units 3 & 4 provides students 
with a key to the literature, history and culture of 
the Graeco-Roman world.  Through the study of a 
variety of original texts, including both historical 
and philosophical writing, students acquire a 
knowledge and appreciation of ancient life and 
culture.  An understanding of the form and 
structure of Latin, and the ability to apply this 
knowledge, can also improve students’ skills in 
English and other languages. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Identify the accidence of Latin words 
• Make changes to words within a Latin 

sentence to change grammatical structures 
• Make appropriate use of a dictionary 
• Express Latin grammatical structures 

accurately in English 
• Identify the author’s purpose 
• Identify features of the text that support the 

underlying theme  
• Identify and explain specific literary, stylistic 

and structural techniques used by Latin writers 
• Identify and explain how aspects of content, 

choice of language and structure of texts 
support the author’s purpose 

• Explain the cultural and historical context of 
texts studied 

• Extract details from a given text which support 
the underlying themes; analyse the author’s 
purpose 

 

 Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

• Vocabulary tests 
• Interpersonal communication, class 

discussion, text reading and translation 
• Unseen text translation tests 
• Written responses to seen texts 
• Final examination contributing 50% to the 

study score 
• School Assessed Coursework (SACs) 
• Examinations 

Prerequisites for subject 
• Completion of Latin Units 1 & 2 

Possible career applications 
• Editor 
• Language Teacher 
• Lawyer 
• Linguist 
• Media and Communication 
• Medical Practitioner 
• � x o   
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Legal Studies Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 

 

Focus of course 
In Unit 3, Students explore topics such as the rights 
available to the accused and victims in the criminal 
justice system, the roles of the judge, jury, legal 
practitioners and the parties, and the ability of 
sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. 
Students investigate the extent to which the 
principles of justice are upheld in the justice system. 

 
In Unit 4, students develop an understanding of the 
significance of the High Court in protecting and 
interpreting the Australian Constitution. They 
investigate parliament and the courts, and the 
relationship between the two in law-making, and 
consider the roles of the individual, the media and 
law reform bodies in influencing changes to the law, 
and past and future constitutional reform.  
 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

• Define and use legal terminology 
• legal principles and information 
• Discuss, interpret, analyse and apply 

legal principles and information to actual 
and/or hypothetical 
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Literature Units 3 & 4 
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Product Design and Technology           
Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
In this course, students are engaged in the 
design and development of a product that 
addresses a personal, local, or global problem or 
that meets the needs and wants of a potential 
end-user/s. The product is developed through a 
design process and is influenced by a range of 
factors including the purpose, function and 
context of the product; user-centred design; 
innovation and creativity; design elements and 
principles; sustainability concerns; economic 
limitations; legal responsibilities; material 
characteristics and properties; and technology. 
 

SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 
• Conduct research using interviews or market 

research to create an end user/s’ profile 
• Conduct and present research relevant to the 

design brief 
• Use a range of visualisations, drawing and 

communication methods 
• Use end-user/s’ feedback to select and justify 

the preferred design option  
• Prepare a scheduled production plan 
• Research, test and use experimentation 

techniques and/or trial processes 
• Record progress of production activities and 

explain and justify modifications and 
improvements 

 Assessment 
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Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
Each unit is completed over a semester. 
 

Focus of course 
The Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 course 
involves the study of a variety of topics. This 
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