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Year 9 2024 Subject Guide 
 

 

This document details the 2024 subject options for Year 9 students. It is intended as a guide for 
families to help with submitting subject preferences. This guide should be used in conjunction with 
family discussion as well as discussions with teachers and other students as appropriate. 
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Year 9 Art 
  

Overview 
In Year 9 Art, students explore a broad range of 
art forms including drawing, digital photography, 
painting, printmaking and sculpture.  
 
Students will investigate and respond to 
established themes and the work of historical and 
contemporary artists to help guide their own 
creativity and help them develop their own artistic 
style.  
 
Students analyse artworks, artistic practices, and 
exhibitions from different cultures and historical 
backgrounds to determine how artworks are 
interpreted by audiences and how to reflect 
visually. 
 
Through an exploration on contemporary artists 
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Year 9 Chinese Second Language 
  

Overview 
Students continue to build up the systems of 
writing and speaking in Chinese. They analyse 
how messages are conveyed across languages 
and apply their skills in mediating between 
languages and cultures. Classroom discussions 
focus on exploring and extending learners’ 
understanding of contexts and audiences to 
enhance their personal communication skills. 
Students access information and explore texts 



 
 
 
 

  

YEAR 9 SUBJECT GUIDE BGS CURRICULUM 

Be part of it  7 

Year 9 2024 Subject Guide 
 
 

Year 9 Digital Photography and Media 
  

Overview 
Students will study and experience Digital 
Photography and Media through a focus on 
practical components of digital photography, 
media analysis and video production. 
 
Students will use digital cameras to take a variety 
of photographs and video for a range of specific 
exercises and communication products. They will 
use appropriate digital image creation, 
manipulation, editing and presentation software, 
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Year 9 Drama 
  

Overview 
Year 9 Drama is a fun and practical approach to 
creating performance that extends on the 
foundation skills developed in Years 7 and 8.  
 
Exploring Shakespeare in performance, Year 9 
Drama compliments the Year 9 English 
curriculum, giving students who study the subject 
a greater understanding of Elizabethan text and 
how it was performed. The practical approach to 
text also increases their capacity to demonstrate 
the skills required for oral presentations and the 
critical reflection work supports their skills in 
English analysis. 
 
Students participate in practical activities and 
workshops that arm them with the skills and 
knowledge they need in order to express 
themselves and create their own drama 
performances using both expressive and 
performance skills. In addition to this, they learn 
about theoretical approaches to drama and how 
to critically analyse their own work.  
 
The primary focus of Year 9 Drama is to build up 
students’ self confidence and their ability to work 
in teams as these skills are vital throughout their 
schooling and as they enter the workforce. 
 
Whilst drama links to some rather specific 
careers, it fosters general skills that are 
applicable to various careers and can lead to 
excelling in a workplace or interview process. 
 
 

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

�x Self confidence 
�x Self expression 
�x Public speaking 
�x Interpersonal skills 
�x Creativity 
�x Working in teams 
�x Critical thinking  

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

�x Class work 
�x Performances 
�x Performance analyses 
�x Examination 

Possible career applications 
�x Actor: stage and screen 
�x Advertising Agent 
�x Acting Agent 
�x Costume or set design 
�x Director 
�x Lighting or Sound Technician 
�x Media Presenter 
�x Public Relations Officer 
�x Screen Writer/Scriptwriter 
�x Theatre Reviewer 
�x Any career that involves working with people 

or in teams. 
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Year 9 Entrepreneurship 
  

Overview 
Upon completion of this course, students will 
understand the context, concepts, theories and 
process of entrepreneurship. They will also 
develop entrepreneurial opportunities and 
recognise the entrepreneurial potential within 
themselves. This will be done through the below 
process: 
 

�x Immersion – finding problems to solve and 
learning to empathise with others. This will 
include the power of observation and the 
challenges faced by individuals  

�x Synthesis – analysis in order to frame and 
validate their problem. They will practise 
techniques for creating and developing 
new ideas 

�x Ideation – using the Lean Business 
Canvas,  students will refine the problem 
and test its viability. This is for early 
assessment of the viability of new venture 
concepts at the seed stage 

�x Incubation – testing a range of prototypes 
and learning through a variety of tasks 
including elevator pitches, design 
challenges and market research to 
evaluate any relevant data 

�x Feedback – reflecting regularly throughout 
the course to support ongoing critical 
thinking and learning 

�x Commercialisation – pitching the final 
design to seek further feedback and to 
test for potential support of their idea 
going forward 

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

�x Entrepreneurship 
�x Problem finding and solving 
�x Design thinking 
�x Business modelling 
�x Pitching 
�x Market research 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

�x Problem solving 
�x Pitching 
�x Business modelling 

Possible career applications 
�x Researcher 
�x Creator 
�x Inventor 
�x Designer 
�x Marketer 
�x Public Speaker 
�x Business Developer 
�x Entrepreneur 
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Year 9 Forensic Science 
  

Overview 
Forensic Science is a semester based elective 
that aims to show students how Science is 
applied in the real world, with an emphasis on the 
criminal system. Scientific skills and concepts will 
be explored through the avenue of forensics with 
a focus on building the practical skills and 
problem solving abilities of the boys leading into 
their VCE years of study. 
  
This subject focuses on the Australian Curriculum 
strands of Science Inquiry Skills and Science as a 
Human Endeavour. Students will use the skills of 
these strands to apply their knowledge and 
decide whether to accept claims based on 
forensic evidence and use modelling and 
simulations to investigate criminal situations and 
events. 
 
Students will investigate different topics such as: 
DNA, hair and fibres, bullet trajectory, drugs and 
poisons and crime scene investigations 
techniques. They will draw on their understanding 
of the scientific concepts and apply this to actual 
cases and real life evidence.  
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Year 9 Health, Wellbeing and Physical 
Education 
  

  

Overview 
In Year 9 Health, Wellbeing and Physical 
Education, students continue to engage in a 
range of activities that develop their physical, 
mental, social, emotional and spiritual health and 
wellbeing.  
 
In Health and Wellbeing classes, students focus 
on developing positive relationships through a 
sense of belonging together with investigating 



 
 
 
 

  

YEAR 9 SUBJECT GUIDE BGS CURRICULUM 

Be part of it  17 

Year 9 2024 Subject Guide 
 
 

Year 9 History 
  

Overview 
The Year 9 curriculum provides a study of the 
history of the making of the modern world from 
1750. The course is structured around three in-
depth studies of: 
 

The Industrial Revolution (1750 
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Year 9 Music Performance 
 

  

  

Overview 
The Year 9 Music Performance is a wonderful 
opportunity to continue a passion for instrumental 
music. This semester course is designed for 
students who learn a musical instrument or study 
voice and are interested in developing their 
instrumental, ensemble and performance skills.  
 
Over the course of the semester, a 10 minute 
solo performance is prepared with the support 
and guidance from instrumental and classroom 
teachers, along with a piano accompanist.  
 
To support their preparation, students will study 
different practice strategies. Through this unit, 
students identify performance challenges and 
develop practice strategies to support them in 
their preparation for the end of semester recital.  
 
Continual study of musicianship skills (theory and 
aural) along with the analysis of musical excerpt 
will strengthen your son’s musical knowledge and 
skills.   
 
Ensemble skills are vital in developing a well-
rounded musician, therefore the students will 
form small ensembles and learn skills in planning 
for rehearsals and ensemble communication 
across a variety of musical genres.   
  

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

�x Notating music theory 
�x Recognition of aural concepts 
�x Analysing a musical excerpt using the 

elements of music 
�x Performance conventions 
�x Practice strategies 
�x Choosing technical work to support their 

instrumental development 
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Year 9 Science 
  

Overview 
Students continue to build their understanding of 
Science through exploration of several topics. In 
all of these topics, the development of students’ 
practical work and inquiry skills are a focus.  
 
The Waves Unit explores how sound and light 
transmit their energy via waves. These waves 
have particular properties associated with them 
and are investigated through hands on activities 
and experiments. 
 
In the Ions and Acids Unit, students build on their 
chemistry experience in Year 8. The students 
extend their understanding by determining ionic 
compound formula. Students make their own pH 
indicator and compare how successful they are to 
manufactured ones when experimenting on 
everyday solutions. 
 
The Human Body System Unit looks at how the 
human body is able to maintain homeostasis by 
exploring four different systems. The nervous and 
endocrine systems are paired together, along 
with the circulatory and respiratory systems. 
Dissecting a heart is a highlight along with 
looking at a sheep pluck indicating the relative 
position of the trachea, heart and lungs. 
 
The Universe Unit explores how it is structured 
into galaxies, stars and systems. The lifecycles of 
high and low mass stars are compared and how 
the origins of the universe can be explained with 
evidence from the Big Bang theory. 

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

�x Scientific writing 
�x Working collaboratively 
�x Drawing evidence based conclusions 
�x Developing research questions 
�x Analysing data 
�x Connecting scientific theory with 

observations 
�x Understanding models and using them as 

tools to make predictions 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

�x Quizzes 
�x Projects 
�x Practical reports 
�x Topic tests 
�x End of year examination 

Possible career applications 

�x  
   

�x
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Year 9 Religious Education 
  

Overview 
Religious Education, to be meaningful for 
students in the third millennium, seeks to bring 
the Christian worldview into dialogue with not just 
the concerns of our times, but also with the wider 
domestic and global issues which all students 
experience and witness. 
 
The world is indeed a religious place. Wherever 
one looks, people from all nations and cultures 
are worshipping, praying, believing, following; 
even dying for their faith. But are all faiths the 
same? Do they all call on the same God using 
different names? Are their beliefs and practices 
simply cultural expressions of the same spiritual 
longings? 
 
The study of world religions will present each of 
the world’s five major religions – Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam and Judaism – in 
their best light, carefully outlining their history, 
belief systems and spiritual practices, so that 
students can explore their similarities and 
differences, especially in light of Jesus’ claim of 
being “the way, the truth and the life”. 
 
Reference will also be made to Sikhism (one of 
the fastest-growing faiths in Australia), 
Indigenous spirituality, Atheism and alternate 
beliefs. 
 
The lessons will help students to discover, 
explore and understand not just the backgrounds 
of other students at Brighton Grammar, but also 
the wider religious landscape that is modern-day 
Australia. 

 
SKILLS TO BE DEVELOPED 

�x Critical thinking 
�x Analysing demographic data 
�x Making social connections 
�x Understanding the importance of ritual 
�x Comparative inquiries 

Assessment 
Assessment tasks may include: 

�x Book review 
�x Written reflection 
�x Excursion report 
�x Quizzes 
�x Verbal presentation 

Possible career applications 
�x Humanities teacher 
�x Journalist 
�x Diplomat 
�x Refugee advocate 
�x School chaplain 
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Year 9 Sport and Exercise Science 
  

  

Overview 
Year 9 Sport and Exercise Science involves 
students undertaking a detailed analysis of the 
sport of their choice. They will be required to 
analyse the physical requirements of their chosen 
sport and to create specific training plans and 
nutrition guides to maximise athlete 
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Year 9 Wood Technology  
  

Overview 
Year 9 Wood Technology classes are restricted in 
numbers for safety reasons and due to demand 
can only be taken for one semester. There are no 
prerequisites. 
 
Boys at this level are introduced to a limited 
range of power tools with a strong emphasis on 
safety awareness. The models they make require 
skill and precision, which ultimately gives 
satisfaction and enjoyment through the 
successful creation of their own work.  
 
Students use hand tools to create a range of 
wood joints. They will continue to use and build 
on these skills in later years and will use power 
tools, such as routers, to perform these tasks 
more efficiently.  
 
There is a strong emphasis on achieving a 
professional finish to their products. Boys explore 
a range of finishes and application techniques. 
Students are encouraged to have input into their 
designs to give ownership to their productions. 
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